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JSU football falls flat against future ASUN rival
Kennesaw State
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/04/jsu-football-falls-flat-against-future-asun-rival-kennesaw-state/
October 4, 2021

Preston Odam, Correspondent
Jacksonville State was on the road Saturday, October 2, facing off against a new ASUN rival
in the Owls of Kennesaw State. This game was the first time JSU had ever been to
Kennesaw’s Fifth Third Bank Stadium. JSU, ranked 17, was beaten 31-6 by Kennesaw State
who was ranked number 20 in the FCS polls. This loss also has the Gamecocks sitting at 2-3
for the first time in nearly 15 years.
Kennesaw State’s quarterback, Xavier Shepard, was the star for the Owls. He rushed for
three touchdowns on the day with 124 rushing yards on 32 attempts. Shepard completed five
of six throws for 72 yards as well. The Owls’ dominant rushing attack led to them possessing
the ball for almost 15 more total minutes in the game compared to JSU’s time of possession.
Kennesaw State also ran 68 total plays which was 19 more plays than JSU attempted.
JSU head football coach John Grass told Jax State Sports Information, “We couldn’t stop
them and get off the field. It’s hard to get ready for what they do in a week and I don’t think
we handled it very well. They played great from ahead. We needed to try to make them play
from behind and couldn’t do it.”
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Kennesaw State only punted once in the game and it was with a little over three minutes left
in the game after the victory for the Owls was basically a guarantee. Kennesaw was an
impressive 12-of-16 on their third down conversions and converted a fourth down as well.
The game was not great from the start for the Gamecocks as they went into the halftime
break only having the ball on offense, three possessions and losing 17-0. The Owls scored
on their opening drive after nine plays putting them up 7-0. JSU drove down the field in the
following series, but Alen Karajic’s 24 yard field goal attempt was blocked by Kennesaw
State.
Jacksonville State’s only touchdown came in the third period when quarterback Zerrick
Cooper connected with PJ Wells with just under seven minutes remaining in the quarter. This
passing touchdown was Cooper’s 66th of his career. Wells scored on a touchdown pass for
the second week in a row after this touchdown as well. Cooper completed 19-of-32 with two
interceptions thrown. He threw for 212 total yards.
Josh Samuel led the rushing attack for Jacksonville State with 75 total yards in the game.
Ahmad Edwards had a solid day receiving for the Gamecocks as he caught nine passes for
67 yards. On the defensive side, Umstead Sanders led the Gamecocks in tackles with 12.
Marshall Clark followed closely behind with 11 tackles on the day.
The Gamecocks now look to recover from this game as it was the largest regular season
loss to an FCS competitor since the 2013 season. The loss is also the second loss for JSU in
a row. Next Saturday, October 9, Stephen F. Austin comes to Burgess-Snow Field for
Jacksonville State’s homecoming. The game is set for a 3p.m. kick off. The Gamecocks
faced the Lumberjacks of SFA every year between 1996 and 2002. Stephen F. Austin leads
the all-time series against JSU 6-31.
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Get to know the top 10 candidates for homecoming
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/05/get-to-know-the-top-10-candidates-for-homecoming/
October 5, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
It is almost time for JSU students to vote for the 2021 Homecoming King and Queen. Voting
will take place on Wednesday from 12:01 a.m. to 4 p.m. through a link that will be emailed to
students.
With such great representations of the university, choosing only one King and Queen can be
difficult. Below you can read more about the top ten candidates for this year’s Homecoming
Court to help make your voting decision easier.
Avery Bobbitt
Avery is a junior majoring in elementary education. She serves as Vice President of Chapter
Development for the Alpha Omicron Pi sorority. She also is involved in the Panhellenic
Recruitment team and was voted Ms. Friendly of JSU in 2020.
Ivey Howse
Ivey is a sophomore majoring in psychology. She is the Vice President of Education within
the Alpha Omicron Pi sorority. She is also involved in the Psychology Club and Delight JSU.
She is honored to be part of the top ten candidates for Homecoming Court and thanks
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everyone who has supported her on her journey.
Jherica Kirkland
Jherica is a senior majoring in nursing. She has been involved in Freshman Forum, Lambda
Sigma National Honor Society, JSU Ambassadors, Marching Southerners Color Guard, STU
101 peer mentors, and the Gamecock Guide. She has also achieved several awards such as
the 212-degree Ambassador, most relatable, and Ms. Community Service.
Sarah Sumners
Sarah is a senior majoring in communications. She is serving in her third year on the
Gamecock Orientation team as a Go! Coordinator. She also serves as the President of Delta
Zeta sorority and as the Vice President of Zeta Phi Eta professional fraternity. She loves
Jacksonville and hopes to continue giving back to the university through service.
Madison Wisner
Madison is a junior majoring in special education. She is a member of the Marching
Ballerinas and also serves as a Go! Leader.
De’Onta Bush
De’Onta is a sophomore majoring in business management. He is the Vice President of
Student’s Activity’s Council, a Freshmen Forum mentor, a JSU Ambassador, and a peer
mentor. He is also involved in the NAACP, Student Senate, and college democrats. He was
voted Mr. Friendly of JSU in 2021. He appreciates making it this far in the election and hopes
everyone enjoys the Homecoming festivities.
Jordan Johnson
Jordan is a junior majoring in computer science. He is a member of the Honors Program, Pi
Kappa Alpha fraternity, and GO! Leaders. He is a recipient of the Elite Honors scholarship
and also serves as the Gamecock Orientation Coordinator.
Guadalupe Orozco
Guadalupe is a senior majoring in political science. He serves on the executive committee
for the Kappa Sigma fraternity and is a member of the JSU Ambassadors and El Latido. He
was recently accepted into his dream law school, The University of Alabama School of Law,
where he plans to study immigration and family law.
Quad Whitson
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Quad is a senior majoring in family and consumer science. He is involved in Freshman
Forum, Lambda Sigma Honor Society, JSU Ambassadors, Gamecock Orientation, and
Family & Consumer Science Association. After graduation he plans to attend graduate
school to pursue a degree in nutrition and become a registered dietitian.
Trey Caldwell
Attempts to reach for comment were unsuccessful.
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Jacksonville State’s women basketball looking forward to
a new season in a new conference
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/06/jacksonville-states-women-basketball-looking-forward-to-a-new-season-in-a-newconference/
October 6, 2021

Preston Odam, Correspondence
The Jacksonville State Women’s Basketball Team kicked off official practice Wednesday,
September 29 at the Pete Mathews Coliseum.
The Lady Gamecocks are coming off a great 2020-21 campaign that saw them finish with a
15-9 record and a four seed in the Ohio Valley Conference Tournament. Jacksonville State’s
first contest of the new season is slated to be a game against the University of AuburnMontgomery in early November.
One interesting factor for this season is the new conference in which the Lady Gamecocks
will be competing in.
“One of the things about competing in a new conference is that you’re dealing with a lack of
familiarity and that goes both ways. We’re not familiar with our opponents and they’re not
familiar with us. So, just the challenge of figuring out a new set of opponents, and then
having them try to figure us out,” Head coach Rick Pietri said. “And frankly the newness and
freshness of just facing different opponents for the purpose of winning a title. You know
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we’ve been facing the same people for my eight years here to try to compete for and win a
title, so we’ll now be facing, with the exception of Eastern Kentucky, an entirely new group of
people to try to win a title. So that’s exciting.”
JSU has played some ASUN teams in the past. North Alabama visited Pete Mathews
coliseum in a closed scrimmage two years ago. In that same 2019-20 season Lipscomb
visited the Gamecocks in a match JSU won 65-63. Jacksonville University also played the
Gamecocks that season as well. One of the newest ASUN members, Central Arkansas,
played against JSU in the 2014-15 season which is now five or six years ago. Although there
is some previous history with a few of the members of the ASUN, everything about a
program can change in a matter of a few years, from players to coaching philosophy to style
of play and more. Conference play is typically much harder fought and more difficult to win as
everyone is battling for the same opportunity at being the conference titleholder.
The Lady Gamecocks are returning nine players which includes an experienced group of six
seniors. Kiana Johnson, who is the only senior that has spent her entire collegiate career at
JSU, is back along with Kennedy Gavin, Shawnta Shaw, Kyra Williams, Kaiya Burnett, and
Imari Martin, who is the top scorer returning for the Gamecocks this season. JSU also
returns Nekiyah Thompson, Keiara Griffin, and Winnie Kuimi. The Gamecocks do have some
fairly big shoes to fill after losing point guard Taylor Hawks and forward Yamia Johnson as
they both transferred out. JSU also lost forward Jessie Day to graduation.
“We added three freshmen and one junior college transfer to the nine players we had
returning,” Pietri said when asked about how the Lady Gamecocks look to reload this
season. “The three freshmen are all very gifted. They’re still trying to figure out the demands
of being a division one basketball player; both the psychological demands as well as the
physical demands. So, the sooner that they’re able to assimilate and get it figured out the
quicker they can help us, and they’re gifted enough to help us. The one junior college
transfer who’s coming has some injury issues, but we hope to have her ready to go by the
first of the year. Obviously we’re expecting the new people to give us some type of help, and
we’re also expecting our returning players to step up. Last year we had players raise the
level of their games. We expect this year that there are going to be some individuals who
raise the level of their games as well. If we can have that, then we’ll be okay.”
The Lady Gamecocks are looking forward to a new season and the challenge of competing
in a new conference against new teams. JSU looks to build upon the excellent season last
year. With nine returning players, the Lady Gamecocks will be an experienced group with
lots of talent all over the court. JSU begins the season November 9 at home in the Pete
Mathews Coliseum.
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“A plan for tomorrow’s JSU”: five-year strategic
framework announced at town hall
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/06/a-plan-for-tomorrows-jsu-five-year-strategic-framework-announced-at-town-hall/
October 6, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
The JSU Strategic Planning Committee held a town hall meeting on Monday, October 4 to
discuss the future of the university. Members of the committee provided an overview of the
university’s proposed strategic framework and new five-year plan.
As the current plan expires, Dr. Killingsworth visioned a new strategic plan that is studentcentered and will not just be lifeless paperwork that stays on the shelf.
“I wanted a succinct plan that everybody can understand,” Dr. Killingsworth said. “That if you
approach anyone on this campus at any time, they understand the strategic plan and can
share that strategic plan with you.”
Work for new strategic ideas began earlier in the year. A team of faculty members, staff, and
students researched assigned areas around campus to determine the top issues of the
university. A list of thirty potential areas of improvement was narrowed down to ten issues to
be discussed at a President’s Cabinet retreat on February 24, 2021.
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From the large pool of research, surveys, and feedback, the Cabinet decided on a plan
focused on three areas, which at the time were called Discover, Connect, and Thrive. Also at
the retreat, a theme was chosen for the plan. The theme shares the same slogan as Dr.
Killingsworth’s Presidential Inauguration: “One University. One Family. One Legacy.”
As the plan developed, three subcommittees were formed. The subcommittees were
Teaching and Learning, Community Connections, and Enrollment Advancement and
Financial Performance.
Each subcommittee consisted of various staff members with specific focuses for the plan.
The individual work of each subcommittee was important, but the teamwork of the three
groups was what helped improve the plan.
“We all started working collectively and working in harmony developing what seems to be a
balanced plan, a thoughtful plan, and a very simple plan,” said Dr. Joe Walsh, Vice Provost.
The Strategic Planning Committee used all of the information collected throughout the
process to finalize the plan for the future of JSU. This finalized plan focused on three
commitments: Discover, Engage, Reach.
The first area of focus in the strategic plan is Discover. Under this area, the university wants
to continue to provide students with diverse and meaningful learning experiences that will
prepare them for success. The three areas of focus are Experiences, Environments, and
Expectations.
The goals for Discover are to expose students to real-world knowledge, to create new
learning environments that are equipped with technological enhancements, and to promote
various learning skills and diverse opportunities for students.
The second commitment is Engage. The university plans to use this step to create
partnerships within the campus, community, and region. The three areas of focus are Benefit
of Belonging, Mutual Relationships, and Power of Place.
The goals for Engage are to improve accessibility to create a safe and diverse campus, to
strengthen partnerships, and to ensure a vibrant, successful campus that will attract diverse
learners.
The third focus of the plan is Reach. JSU wants to be a competitive university that is also
accessible and affordable for students. To accomplish this, the plan focuses on Inclusive
Enrollment, a Spirit of Generosity, and a Culture of Accountability.
The goals for Reach are to enroll diverse students from across the region, state, and nation,
to encourage donor support that will contribute to student success, and to create an
environment that promotes accountability for effective and efficient learning.
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After reading the outline of the strategic framework, questions may arise about what the
future of JSU will look like with this new plan, and the answer will be different for each
individual. With the open-model structure of the framework, individuals can use the
commitments as guides when creating their own personal plans for their college
experiences.
Dr. Walsh believes the flexibility of the plan will be beneficial because it “empowers every
single person. [It] puts the trust in departments, in colleges, in various units, even in
individuals to say, ‘This is how I want to get where JSU is going and here is my plan to do
that.’”
This means students, staff, and faculty members will have the power to decide what they
believe the campus needs to be successful, and they can use the framework for support.
The next step in the process is for the proposed strategic plan to be presented to the Board
of Trustees at the upcoming Board meeting. However, the Strategic Planning Committee is
asking for feedback from community members before this meeting.
More detailed information about the outline of the plan can be found by watching this brief
video. The recorded town hall meeting and presentation can be viewed on the JSU Youtube
channel.
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Gamecocks late goal not enough, fall to Florida Gulf
Coast in a 2-1 loss
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/06/gamecocks-late-goal-not-enough-fall-to-florida-gulf-coast-in-a-2-1-loss/
October 6, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Thursday, Sept. 30, the Gamecocks fell to Florida Gulf Coast in a 2-1 loss. This match
served as the first meeting between the Gamecocks and the Eagles. Florida Gulf Coast
joined the ASUN Conference in 2007.
Florida Gulf Coast began the game dominant, leading the Gamecocks 2-0 within fifteen
minutes of the match. At the 4:23 mark, the first goal of the match was scored by the Eagles’
Alyssa Abbondandolo. Not even 10 minutes later, at the 13:07 mark, Abbondandolo scored
Florida Gulf Coast’s second goal of the match off of a converted penalty kick.
At the 84:02 mark, the Gamecocks were able to avoid the shutout after a goal from junior
Cephana Deane. Nyeemah Prescod-Beckles was credited with the assist. The Gamecocks
had a chance to score off of a corner kick, but could not convert to tie up the match.
“Obviously it was a poor start and they (Florida Gulf Coast) was on the right foot very early
and was able to get the first goal,” said head coach Neil Macdonald. “We improved as the
game went on and I think we put in a really good second half, once we solved some of the
issues that they were causing us to have.”
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The Eagles had a huge 26 shots in the match, ten of those being shots on goal. The
Gamecocks were only to manage four shots during the match, all four of those coming in the
second half. Two of the Gamecocks’ shots were shots on goal.
With the loss, the Gamecocks fall to a 5-6-1 overall record with a 1-2 record in ASUN play.
They look to get both of these records back to .500 with a win in their next game.
The Gamecocks soccer team will host another team from the Sunshine State this Sunday as
they play against the Stetson Hatters at 1:00 p.m. at the JSU Soccer Complex. Admission to
all JSU soccer games is free. The match will also be streamed on ESPN+.
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JSU’s Homecoming King and Queen crowned
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/07/jsus-homecoming-king-and-queen-crowned/
October 7, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
The winners of JSU’s 2021 Homecoming Court were announced on Wednesday, October 6
at 5 p.m. during the Homecoming Carnival. Excited students gathered on the TMB lawn to
see who would be chosen to represent the university. Even the bad weather earlier in the
day could not wash away the school spirit of the winners.
Daniel Washington, Vice President of the Student Senate, was the one who announced the
results of the election. The crowd held its breath as Quad Whitson and Sarah Sumners were
crowned Homecoming King and Queen.
Quad Whitson is the son of Tamala Whitson and Shannon Caldwall from Lincoln, Ala. He is a
senior majoring in family and consumer science. He is involved in the Student Culinary
Council, the Truth Racial Healing and Transformation Center, and the Family and Consumer
Science Association.
Winning King has shown Whitson his hard work in school has been worth it, and the people
who voted for him see his efforts and believe in him.
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“Ever since I was a freshman here, I have been involved in some way, shape, form, or
fashion in an organization where I can provide service for my peers and the university,”
Whitson said. “So it means to me that everything I have done up to this point has truly paid
off.”
Sarah Sumners is the daughter of Natalie and David Sumners from Marietta, Georgia. She is
a senior majoring in communications. She is a GO! Orientation Coordinator, President of
Delta Zeta, and the Senior Vice President of Zeta Phi Eta.
Winning Queen has shown Sumners her peers see a light in her that she tries to spread at
JSU, and she is honored to have been chosen to represent the university.
“It means that the people at JSU, the students and everyone in the community, see in me
what I hope would represent JSU the best,” Sumners said. “I try to make myself not a
stranger to anybody, so the fact that my peers see that in me means a lot.”
Both Whitson and Sumners commented on the tremendous amount of support they received
from friends, family, and peers during the journey of running for Homecoming Court. For
Sumners, her friends being there for her helped encourage her along the way.
“Everyday I woke up and remembered I have friends backing me no matter what, and that’s
what meant the most to me,” Sumners said.
Whitson is especially grateful for those who came out to help him campaign around campus.
“It showed me how many friends I actually have and how many people I have met here at
JSU that truly care about me,” Whitson said.
The King and Queen both expressed how grateful they are for their voters, and they will
continue to work hard everyday to represent the school and be there for their peers.
Students can come out to see the winners ride in the Homecoming Parade on Saturday,
October 9. They will also be honored during halftime of Saturday’s football game against
SFA.
As for Homecoming festivities, there are still plenty of events students can attend to get into
the school spirit. Dr. Killingsworth encourages everyone to find ways to get involved in
Homecoming week.
“We may have a little more rain before the day is out, but the weekend is gonna be great. So
hang around, enjoy the activities, and let’s cheer them on when it comes Saturday in the
parade and then at the football game,” Killingsworth said.
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Jacksonville State Football to face NCAA penalties,
including a one-year probation, after committing
recruiting violations
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/08/jacksonville-state-football-to-face-ncaa-penalties-including-a-one-year-probation-aftercommitting-recruiting-violations/
October 8, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Thursday, Oct. 7, the NCAA announced the Jacksonville State Gamecocks football team
committed recruiting violations and will face penalties as a result of these violations.
A report by the NCAA outlines that, “A Jacksonville State football assistant coach committed
recruiting violations when he had recruiting contacts with a potential transfer without
obtaining written permission from the prospect’s prior school or being authorized to contact
that prospect through the notification of transfer process, according to an agreement
released by the Division I Committee on Infractions.”
The NCAA, Jacksonville State and the unnamed coach agreed that from January 2019
through November 2020, 450 impermissible text messages and at least 10 impermissible
phone calls were exchanged between the coach and the player, who was still enrolled at his
previous school at the time.
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According to the NCAA’s report, these text messages included scripture, encouragement and
motivational quotes. The report went on to add that “Regardless of the content of the
communications, however, once the prospect enrolled at another school, the coach’s
continued contact with him violated NCAA rules, which require a coach to obtain permission
to contact a student-athlete at another school or to obtain authorization through the
notification of transfer process.”
The assistant coach, who remains unnamed, still remains on Jacksonville State’s football
staff.
Penalties as a result of this investigation include one year of probation from October 7, 2021
through October 6, 2022, a $5,000 fine to the NCAA and restrictions on recruitment.
These restrictions on recruitment include a three-week ban on all recruiting communications
for the assistant coach during fall 2021 and a ban from off-campus for the assistant coach for
three days in fall 2021 and six days in spring 2022.
The negotiated resolution, published alongside the NCAA’s press release, outlines additional
items Jacksonville State must complete. These items include the development and
implementation of an educational program on NCAA legislation for JSU’s coaches. JSU must
also inform prospects that the program is on probation for one year and must detail the
violations.

2/2

Jacksonville State Football to face NCAA penalties,
including a one-year probation, after committing
recruiting violations
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/08/jacksonville-state-football-to-face-ncaa-penalties-including-a-one-year-probation-aftercommitting-recruiting-violations/
October 8, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Thursday, Oct. 7, the NCAA announced the Jacksonville State Gamecocks football team
committed recruiting violations and will face penalties as a result of these violations.
A report by the NCAA outlines that, “A Jacksonville State football assistant coach committed
recruiting violations when he had recruiting contacts with a potential transfer without
obtaining written permission from the prospect’s prior school or being authorized to contact
that prospect through the notification of transfer process, according to an agreement
released by the Division I Committee on Infractions.”
The NCAA, Jacksonville State and the unnamed coach agreed that from January 2019
through November 2020, 450 impermissible text messages and at least 10 impermissible
phone calls were exchanged between the coach and the player, who was still enrolled at his
previous school at the time.

1/2

According to the NCAA’s report, these text messages included scripture, encouragement and
motivational quotes. The report went on to add that “Regardless of the content of the
communications, however, once the prospect enrolled at another school, the coach’s
continued contact with him violated NCAA rules, which require a coach to obtain permission
to contact a student-athlete at another school or to obtain authorization through the
notification of transfer process.”
The assistant coach, who remains unnamed, still remains on Jacksonville State’s football
staff.
Penalties as a result of this investigation include one year of probation from October 7, 2021
through October 6, 2022, a $5,000 fine to the NCAA and restrictions on recruitment.
These restrictions on recruitment include a three-week ban on all recruiting communications
for the assistant coach during fall 2021 and a ban from off-campus for the assistant coach for
three days in fall 2021 and six days in spring 2022.
The negotiated resolution, published alongside the NCAA’s press release, outlines additional
items Jacksonville State must complete. These items include the development and
implementation of an educational program on NCAA legislation for JSU’s coaches. JSU must
also inform prospects that the program is on probation for one year and must detail the
violations.

2/2

The Redbird Coffee opens on Jacksonville square
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/08/the-redbird-coffee-opens-on-jacksonville-square/
October 8, 2021

Emily Ford, Correspondent
There is great news for all coffee lovers. The Redbird Coffee opened on Jacksonville square.
The official opening day was on Thursday, October. The restaurant’s hours are on its
Facebook page, and it will be open 7 days a week. The restaurant staff has been working
tirelessly to prepare for the grand opening and to create a pleasant experience for
customers.
The new menu features hot or iced espressos, coffees, and teas. Snacks include scones,
croissants, and danishes. The Redbird even offers signature drinks such as Redbird latte,
Pelham Palmer, and Redbird soda. The soda is an espresso with tonic, heavy cream, and
their signature Redbird syrup. Every item offered on the menu is $5.00 or less.
You may notice that each menu item has a “suggested price” listed beside it, though. This is
because Redbird’s pricing works differently than most coffee shops or businesses in general.
The Redbird Coffee is unique because it offers a “Pay As You Can” pricing, meaning the
prices listed are merely suggestions. According to their website, you can bless the business
as you see fit. This means your coffee can be free if you wish.
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This system is based on the belief that a business should be built on a foundation of making
a difference rather than just making money. However, the staff at Redbird promises to give
their customers their absolute best regardless of what you choose to give them because they
believe “everyone deserves a great cup of coffee regardless of their means.”
All profits made by their business will go to benefit the community and to advance the
Kingdom of God, meaning that each purchase will make a difference. Redbird’s business
model is “Good Coffee Does Good.”
Gary and Laura are the proud founders of The Redbird. Their mission is to create change in
their city, the coffee market, and the world through spreading the goodness of the Kingdom
of God.
Their three daughters, Reghan, Meredith, and Kendall have also played crucial roles in
making The Redbird a reality. They are each pursuing careers of their own while working at
the coffee house to make a difference. JonMichael and Raeanne Lee are also vital parts of
The Redbird team and are excited to share their gifts with the community.
Gary and Laura are partnered with Hope Food Co, which is the inspiration behind the new
restaurant. They were inspired by the way the company was able to intermingle business
and Jesus to impact the community. Hope Food Co provided them with mentorship and
helped them to get their own business up and running.
If you are interested in learning more about The Redbird Coffee and the story behind their
business, you can visit their website. They are also active on all of their social media
accounts run by their daughters. You can find them on Facebook at The Redbird Coffee and
on
Instagram at Redbirdcoffeeal.
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Gamecocks soccer shut out by Central Arkansas in 5-0
loss
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/08/gamecocks-soccer-shut-out-by-central-arkansas-in-5-0-loss/
October 8, 2021

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Thursday evening, Jacksonville State women’s soccer was shut out by Central Arkansas
by a score of 5-0. The loss puts the Gamecocks’ overall record at 6-7-1 and 2-3 in the
ASUN.
The Gamecocks offense struggled against Central Arkansas’s defense the entire match. JSU
was only able to put up five shots, all five being shots on goal. Junior Cephana Deane
registered two shots. Sophomore Gabriel Clarke, freshman Kylie Wells, and freshman
Lauren Lancaster each registered one shot.
Central Arkansas scored two goals in the first half and three in the second half. Hadley
Dickinson of Central Arkansas scored two goals at the 22:14 and 51:50 marks of the match.
The goals give Dickinson, who was named to the Southland Conference All-Academic team
the past two years, her second and third goals of the year. The other three Central Arkansas
goals were scored by Emma Hawkins at the 15:31 mark, Gracie Hair at the 50:52 mark, and
Alyssa Fason at the 68:31 mark.
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JSU women’s soccer coach Neil Macdonald stated, “We had a poor week of practice and it
led to a poor performance tonight.”
The Sugar Bears’ offense dominated the Gamecocks’ defense by registering twenty shots
with twelve of them being shots on goal.
“We were almost unrecognizable from the team that has competed in the opening part of the
season and we’ve got to get back to the basics that have made us successful to this point,”
said Macdonald.The Gamecocks will have an opportunity to bounce back on Sunday against
ASUN opponent Bellarmine. The game will be at the JSU Soccer Field at 1 p.m. Admission
is free to all home matches. The soccer match will also be available to stream on ESPN+.
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Psychological thriller “Squid Game” stays on Netflix top
10
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/10/09/psychological-thriller-squid-game-stays-on-netflix-top-10/
October 9, 2021

Brooklynn Wilkes, Correspondent
The newest streaming craze has officially come into the spotlight. “Squid Game” was
released as a Netflix Original on September 17 of this year and has exploded in popularity
within the past week.
The show spans nine episodes and will leave you begging for a second season. If you can
get past the gore and loss of characters you grow to love, then this show is worth the watch.
This thriller is set in modern-day Seoul, South Korea. The show follows the competitors in
what is essentially a deathmatch game show for people in extreme debt. All the characters in
the show have their own reasons behind why they decide to take part in the game. Some are
heartbreaking and some are just selfish.
Not everyone who was approached about the game took part, but 456 decided to become
players in order to win the cash prize of around 39 million dollars. However, these games are
not going to be as easy as they think they will be.
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After the first game, most of the players even decide to drop out and everyone is allowed to
go back to their lives. This did not last very long, after returning to their lives the players
remember exactly why they decided to join the game in the first place. Each of them had
issues that could be resolved with the prize money. Almost all of the players returned to
resume the games, and it just gets darker from there.
The main character, Gi-Hun, played by Lee Jung-Jae found himself in debt due to gambling
and being involved in the wrong crowd of people. His reason for joining the game is to pay
back his debts and win back the respect of his daughter.
Without spoiling too much, Gi-Hun ends up taking on more than just trying to be a better dad
by the end of the series. In a heartbreaking arc, his fallen friends beg him to remember their
reasons for being there if he ends up winning the game.
The color palette of where the games are being held is deceptive with the bright colors and
elementary school style. What actually goes on within those walls is nothing compared to its
playful interior; it is an astounding contrast.
The games within this show are brutal, yet childlike, and will leave you on the edge of your
seat. With six games in total, each one takes multiple lives and leaves the remaining players
wondering if the prize money is actually worth it. The worst part is the players do not even
know what game they will be playing until they are in the game itself.
“Squid Game” is a psychological thriller in the most classic sense. It keeps you wondering
whether or not you yourself would take part in a series of games like this and if you would
survive it. This series is hard to watch, but the need to know more makes it deceptively easy
to keep pressing play.
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JSU gets a big win against Stephen F. Austin on
homecoming
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Preston Odam, Correspondent
Jacksonville State football was able to obtain an important victory against the Lumberjacks of
Stephen F. Austin in their first battle with an AQ7 foe. The 28-24 victory was in front of a
homecoming crowd at Burgess-Snow Field this past Saturday, October 10.
The AQ7 is an alliance that was formed between the ASUN and the Western Athletic
Conference that is only for this football season. The winner of this seven-team alliance will
qualify for the FCS playoffs. JSU’s victory over SFA makes them 3-3 overall and 1-0 in AQ7
play.
Jacksonville State won the coin toss and chose to defer to the second half. SFA received the
opening kick off and began their first offensive drive of the game. Trae Self, the Lumberjacks’
quarterback, completed a pass but the receiver fumbled the ball. Malik Feaster jarred the ball
from the receiver and Nicario Harper scooped the ball, eventually scoring after 55 yards. This
defensive score is number four on the season for JSU’s defense which leads the FCS.
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On the very next possession for SFA, Harper intercepted Self for a 37 yard return to set up
the Gamecock offense on the 12. JSU scores after three plays as quarterback Zerrick
Cooper rushes into the endzone from the 3 yard line. JSU started the game off quickly with
these two possessions gaining an early 14-0 lead.
JSU’s offense was fairly balanced as Cooper completed 11 of 21 passes for 153 yards with
one touchdown. The rushing attack was the biggest factor for JSU’s success. Josh Samuel
led the Gamecocks with 104 yards on the game. Uriah West rushed for 46 yards, Ron
Wiggins added 23, and Cooper tallied 16 rushing yards as well. PJ Wells led the team in
receiving yards with 71 yards. Ahmad Edwards put up 40 yards respectively, as well as
adding a receiving touchdown.
The Gamecock defense played well despite giving up 433 total yards. Malik Feaster and
Nicario Harper both came up with interceptions. Feaster’s interception came late in the 4th
quarter to seal the victory for JSU. Feaster had 11 tackles which was 2 fewer than Jax
State’s leading tackler, Stevonte Tullis.
After the early start for JSU, the Lumberjacks started to put together some decent drives.
Trae Self connected on a 55 yard strike to receiver Jeremiah Miller with 2:53 remaining in the
first quarter to cut the Gamecock lead down to 14-7. JSU responded in the second with
Cooper’s 67th career touchdown pass to Edwards. JSU would take a 21-7 lead into the
halftime intermission. SFA came out in the third and scored on their first drive of the half.
JSU would take a 21-14 lead into the 4th quarter. However, Korbyn White would rush into the
endzone for the Lumberjacks to kick off the fourth quarter, tying the game 21-21. SFA kicked
a field goal with 5:48 remaining in regulation to gain their first lead of the game 24-21. JSU
regained possession and Josh Samuel scored on a rushing touchdown to recover the lead
with 1:53 left in the game. Feaster would then intercept SFA in their last attempt to score in
the game.
“I thought our guys played with a lot of heart and a lot of character.” Gamecocks head
football coach John Grass said. “That was a very talented football team we beat tonight. I
thought the first half might have been the best half of football we have played. With our back
against the wall, our guys just battled. What a special drive to take the lead at the end of the
game.”
Also, Josh Samuel said, “We had a great game plan and we knew it was going to be a fourquarter game. We executed and played as a team.”
The Gamecocks will enjoy a bye week this coming Saturday as they try to get a few key
players healthy and prepare for the top ranked team in FCS. On Saturday, October 23, the
Gamecocks travel to Huntsville, Texas to face off against Sam Houston State. Sam Houston
State is undefeated and the reigning FCS champions, so the Gamecocks are in for a test
against the Bearkats.
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“I’ve never coached a team that needs an off week more than this one does,” Grass said.
“We’re looking forward to getting some guys healthy.”
JSU and Sam Houston are tied in all time matchups, 5-5. Jax State won the last meeting
between the two, 62-10, in the 2015 FCS playoffs.

3/3

